
MINUTE OF PLOCKTON AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 9 OCTOBER 2023 

Present: Peter Mackenzie (PM), Ewen Cameron (EC), MarKn Bliss (MB), Alex Fergusson (AF), Mary Gollan 
(MG) 

  Michael Hay (MH), James Swinnerton (JS) L&SHA, Sgt K Lennie, Police Scotland, Ron Straine 

Apologies: Fiona Mackenzie, Ian Hay, Councillor Biz Campbell, Morag Mackenzie, Alex Townend 

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Approved by MB and seconded by EC. 

2. TREASURER’s REPORT 

No statements had been received so no accounts produced but we had been given £150 as compensaKon. 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

a. EC is sKll licenced for the fireworks and has 2 assistants who will be given on site training.  A date of 
Saturday 28 October will be set for building the bonfire. 

b. No word has been received from Scoash Water re discharge of waste in Loch Achnahenich or the 
signs requested from HC about overnight parking there. 

c. A FOI re the airstrip had not been fulfilled but a document has now been received which is heavily 
redacted.  PM has asked why.  Pm has established that an offer has been made to HC to buy the 
airstrip.  The future use is unknown. 

d. A post mortem is due to be carried out today on the deer carcass found at the school hostel. 

e. The ongoing problem with pot holes was again highlighted.  HC can ben contacted direct on 
01349886601 or go to the website FIX MY STREET to report. 

4. LOCHALSH AND SKYE HOUSING ASSOCIATION 

JS gave clarificaKon on the two developments in Plockton.  A pre applicaKon had been submihed in January 
2023 to HC about the development at the shinty pitch but no reply has been received which seemed 
unusual.  The CC understood from JS that this development has a long, long way to go and social media 
comments, etc have misled the community.  The ‘Janitor’s House’ development – a submission for pre 
construcKon services, planning and warrant was underway and it was expected to receive cosKngs by Jan/
Feb 2024.  JS felt that the biggest challenge will be pricing as a recent development at Glenelg had been 
priced at £400K per unit.  MB expressed regret that part of the only grass pitch in Plockton is being turned 
over for housing, while acknowledging the desperate need for new housing. 

5. PLANNING 

a. Highland Coast Hotels, owners of Plockton Inn, has submihed an applicaKon for staff 
accommodaKon for up to 10 staff at the rear of the Inn.  The meeKng has some concerns in the 
following areas: 

- Lack of parking spaces with the inevitable overspill onto an already busy Innes Street. 

- Poor access to Innes Street from the Brae Path. 

- Design not at all in keeping with other buildings in the village 



b. A recent applicaKon for a modest extension to a family house in Plockton had been turned down on 
what appear subjecKve grounds.  The applicant intends to appeal this decision and the CC agreed to 
give their full backing to this appeal. 



6. PLOCKTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

MH outlined the current posiKon.  Aner the summer holidays, the Parent Council had been informed that the 
school canteen and gym area was unfit for use.  Hot meals have not been provided since then and aner the 
October holidays, pupils will be bussed to the high school for lunch.  Despite being assured, the repairs to the 
‘Weavers’ building roof had not been undertaken during the summer holidays.  Temporary toilets have been 
provided to alleviate problems with a lack of sanitary faciliKes.  The Parent Council has been informed, with 
no consultaKon, that aner the Christmas holidays it is intended to move the PS to the HS aner alteraKons 
have been made there.  The nursery school will remain in the PS as they can be fed there in a Kmeous 
manner.   The meeKng  felt that there was a logical argument that any money spent altering the HS to 
accommodate the PS should be spent on carrying out repairs to the PS and that this proposed move was the 
‘thin end of the wedge’ with regard to future use of the primary school in it’s current locaKon.  The CC 
agreed to strenuously back the PC in their efforts to have the pupils remain in the PS or be relocated back 
there asap. 

7. CORAL BEACH PARKING AND CAR PARK MONEY 

The CC is of the opinion that HC intend to make the parking at the coral beach ‘on road/street parking’ in 
which case all monies raised will go to HC, unlike the car park where half is retained by the village.  The 
meeKng felt there is an urgent need for far beher infrastructure there before that becomes the case with 
major improvements to the access road, toilets and faciliKes for waste disposal from camper vans. 

8. AOB 

a. Recent flooding has highlighted the need to idenKfy the problem with blockages from Frithard Road, 
using a HC camera.  PM will chase. 

b. The trees on the brae were a concern but a recent survey had stated that they were all sound 
although one had blown down in a recent gale.  They are subject to the tree preservaKon order. 

c. Concern had been expressed at the new village sign just before the railway bridge.  It was felt the 
sign should be sited at the cahle grid just before the Burnside development as it’s current site, 
beside the speed bumps, the narrow bridge and the green line on the road made the area even more 
unsafe. 

d. The recently repaired bench undertaken by IH has been returned to Harbour Street. 

e. A complaint had been received about discharge from a pipe at 26 Harbour Street on to the 
pavement. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Monday 13 November 2023 where the new community council to be inaugurated. 


